1 .  Thomas  Gillespie 


2037 


bom:  1805  in  Scotland  (see  census  listing  on  following  page) 
died:  Oct.  26,  1867  in  Carbondale;  buried  in  MapleVvood  Cemetery, 

tombstone  reads  as  follows:  "Thomas  Gillespie/Bom  at  Troqueer/ 
Scotland/Died  in  Carbondale/Oct.  26,  1867/Aged  63  years."  (For 
a  listing  of  the  other  persons  buried  in  that  plot ,  see  pp .  2039-2040 
of  Vol .  I  of  SRP) .  The  following  information  about  Thomas 
Gillespie  is  given  in  the  official  record  of  Maplewood  Cemetery: 

"#  1564  Gillespie,  Thomas  [died]  age  63  8  m  [cause  of  death] 
paralysis  [date  of  death]  Oct.  26,  1867  [buried]  Oct.  29,  1867 
[place  of  birth]  Scotland." 


It  is  Thomas  Gillespie  who  introduced  Michael  Gillespie  to 
Christina  Anderson  Russell.  If  he  had  not  done  so,  Michael's 
farm  would  not  have  been  willed  to  Christina,  and  The  Russell 
Homestead  would  not  be  The  Russell  Homestead.  In  her  letter 
to  Alice  Osterhout  Goodrich  in  1941,  EPJ  states: 

"He  [Thomas  Gillespie]  was  a  prince  of  a  man;  Carbondale ' s  first 
broker;  I  could  tell  you  a  volume  about  this  grand  man.  Brought 
up  his  brother  William's  family  in  Carbondale  after  William's 
death  on  a  farm  near  Great  Bend,  Pa.  Was  wonderful  to  all  his 
sisters  and  brothers." 

In  that  same  letter,  EPJ  also  states: 

"When  Thomas  Gillespie  (bachelor)  died,  he  left  money  for 
Isabelle  Gillespie  Irving  [see  p.  2061  of  Vol.  I  of  SRP]  to 
come  to  this  country  to  claim  her  inheritance.  They  arrived 
with  all  their  children  (nine  all  together)  at  her  Uncle  Joseph's 
home  (he  was  your  grandfather)  and  they  stayed  there  until  they 
moved  to  Ulster,  near  Towanda . " 


On  page  441  of  History  of  Luzerne  Lackawanna  and  Wyoming 
Counties,  Pa.  with  Illustrations  and  Biographical  Sketches 
of  Some  of  Their  Prominent  Men  and  Pioneers  (New  York :  w7 
W.  Munsell  &  Co.,  36  Vesey  Street,  1880) — a  copy  of  which 
was  discovered  by  DWP  in  the  genealogy  reading  room  of 
the  Erie  Public  Library  in  early  April  1978--the  following 
statement  about  Carbondale  businesses  in  1855  is  to  be 
found:  "...  in  1855  there  were  [in  Carbondale]  41  stores, 
12  saloons,  one  brewery,  three  foundries,  a  marble  yard 
and  two  firms  doing  brokers'  business.  Eighteen  of  the 
forty-one  stores  are  assessed  as  dealing  in  liquors..." 


